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I.   ELIGIBILITY

In order for an approved ABE program to count hours related to computer literacy content for a student, one of the following two eligibility criteria must be met:

1. The student must score below high school equivalency level on one or more basic skills content areas (reading, writing, math, or speaking) using an adult appropriate standardized test, AND the student must have a primary NRS literacy goal in ABE, ESL, or adult secondary, and be participating (enrolled) in instruction related to that goal.  Note that the NRS literacy goal instruction may be provided within the content of a computer literacy class or it may be provided in an instructional setting that is separate from the computer literacy class.
OR
/
2. The student is classified as a 12-30 hour “Work Based Project Learner” in the NRS system AND the student has been referred to ABE from a work force center or other governmental welfare/ employment assistance program.  The referral must be in the form of a written document from the referring agency.

II.  NON-ELIGIBLE STUDENTS
ABE providers may admit non-eligible students into the ABE computer literacy class, but only under the following conditions:

1. No student contact hours may be counted (toward ABE funding) for these non-eligible students;

2. The non-eligible student is not enrolled in ABE and not entered into the NRS database; and

3. The non-eligible student may only participate under these criteria if they are not displacing an ABE-eligible student.

No ABE funds should be used to subsidize non-eligible computer literacy students.  As with any community education enrichment course, the ABE program may charge the non-eligible student for the cost of the service.

III.  COMPUTER LITERACY CURRICULA

Computer literacy skills will be specified by the state as “eligible content” under the topic of computer literacy.  The purpose of having defined computer literacy curricula is to establish a limit for the amount of (free) instruction that an ABE program may provide to an eligible student.  Whereas ABE programs have a role in providing eligible students with some computer literacy skills (if established as a secondary or local student goal), more advanced computer skills such as PowerPoint and Excel are not within the content scope or mission of the ABE program.  Other fee-based programs should be available for students who wish to acquire more skills in the computer content area.

IV.  OTHER “TECHNOLOGY LITERACY” CURRICULA

The content area of computer literacy may be broadened to include the more comprehensive concept of technology literacy.  This may include concepts such as the use of the telephone, video recorder, calculator, and other basic technological tools.

The same eligibility requirements would apply to other technology literacy instruction as currently applies to computer literacy instruction.  

A set of defined technology literacy skills/topic areas will be identified by the state as eligible content.  This list would parallel commonly accepted high school technology content areas.

