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Minnesota Adult Basic Education (ABE)

Election and Caucus Day Policy Memo: 
Can ABE Classes Be Held?
Policy Memo Date: January 18, 2012
Policy Overview:
Background – Several ABE consortium managers and staff have asked whether ABE programming can be held on election days or caucus days.
Policy – The answers differ for Election Day and for Caucus Day.  Please view the appropriate response:
ON ELECTION DAY
Question 1:  Can Adult Basic Education classes by held on an election day (includes primary elections and special elections)?

Answer:  
There are two correct answers to this question…

YES, if they are regularly scheduled classes.  
NO, if they are one-time only ABE events.  See  Subd. 3 of the state law below (highlighted in “For More Information”).  Adult Basic Education programs fall under the "public school" section of the law due to our affiliation with Community Education and the Fund 04 revenue source.
ON CAUCUS DAY

Question 2:  Can Adult Basic Education classes by held on a caucus day?

Answer:   
There are two correct answers to this question…

YES:  If those classes end prior to 6:00 pm on caucus night.

NO:  M.S. 202A.19 prohibits school-sponsored events including regular classes from being held after 6:00 pm on caucus night.  See interpretation from Minnesota Department of Education Governmental Liaison below (in “For More Information”).
Upcoming Dates - For 2012 calendar planning, here is a reminder about general elections and major party caucuses.  
Next General Election is:

November 6, 2012
Next Party Caucus (night) is:
February 7, 2012
Please note that caucuses are not held in odd numbered years.  So there will not be a caucus night in 2013.  

Local city, county, township, etc. elections and political events do not impact ABE scheduled classes or special events – only the state general election and major party caucuses. 

For More Information
Election Day Statute Information

Minnesota Statutes 1999, Table of Chapters 

Table of contents for Chapter 204C
     204C.03 Public meetings prohibited on election day. 
    Subdivision 1.    School districts; counties; 

 municipalities.  No school board, county board of 

 commissioners, city council, or town board of supervisors shall 

 conduct a meeting between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on the day 

 that an election is held within the boundaries of the school 

 district, county, city or town.  

    Subd. 2.    State colleges and universities.  Except for 

 regularly scheduled classes, no Minnesota state college or 

 university shall schedule an event between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 

 p.m. on the day that an election is held in any political 

 subdivision in which the university or college is located.  

    Subd. 3.    Public elementary and secondary schools.  

 Except for regularly scheduled classes, a public elementary or 

 secondary school may not schedule a school sponsored event 

 between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on the day that a regularly 

 scheduled election is held in any political subdivision in which 

 the school is located. 

    Subd. 4.    State government.  No state agency, board, 

 commission, department, or committee shall conduct a public 

 meeting on the day of the state primary or general election.  

    HIST: 1981 c 29 art 5 s 3; 1983 c 303 s 12; 1991 c 221 s 2; 

 1996 c 395 s 10 
Copyright 1999 by the Office of Reviser of Statutes, State of Minnesota
Caucus Day Statute Information

-----Original Message-----
From: Sullivan, Barry 
Sent: Wednesday, February 11, 2004 9:13 AM
To: Shaffer, Barry
Cc: Marcus, Greg
Subject: RE: caucus night rule
The statute, 202A.19, subd. 4, specifies that “no public elementary or secondary school may hold a school sponsored event after 6:00 p.m. on the day of a major political party precinct caucus.”    Just to make sure this says what it appears to say, I called the elections division in the Secretary of State’s Office (651-215-1440) and they confirmed that this means all events, including classes of any kind, are prohibited after 6:00 p.m.

Barry Sullivan

Questions and Contacts – For questions or consultative assistance regarding this policy memo, please contact the state ABE office at 651-582-8378.
