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Welcome!  As you arriveé

1. Write down and turn in any questions you have for 

today. (1 question per post-it)

2. Sit by WIOA competitive region according to which 

your organization is intending to apply:
Å Central MN

Å Metro Area (East)

Å Metro Area (West)

Å Northeast MN

Å Northwest MN

Å Southeast MN

Å Southwest MN

Å Statewide Special Population

ñLeading for educational excellence and equity. Every 

day for every one.ò



Warming Up and Introductions

Federal Competitive Adult Basic Education (ABE) Provider Grant 
Workshop



ÅTodd Wagner, State ABE Director

ÅJulie Dincau, Transitions

ÅCherie Eichinger, Administrative Support

ÅBrad Hasskamp, Secondary Credential/Policy

ÅAstrid Liden, Professional Development

ÅLaurie Rheault, Grants

ÅAlice Smith, GED Records/Administrative Support

ÅJodi Versaw, Program Quality

State ABE Staff



Todayôs Agenda

ÅCreating a WIOA-Aligned Systems:  Understanding 

and implementing WIOA at federal, state and local 

levels

ÅAccountability Expectations for ABE Programs:  

Exploring our new performance measures for ABE 

students, programs and states

ÅGrant Application Details:  Getting ready to develop 

applications through the proposed process and 

questions

ÅABE System Updates:  Ensuring that all ABE 

practitioners know whatôs new with transitions, GED, 

standard diploma, and professional development
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Creating a Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act (WIOA) Aligned ABE 

System



Law Title 

(Section)

Name Program/Activities Who oversees in 

Minnesota

Title I 

(Subtitle A)

Workforce Development 

Activities (System Alignment)

All WIOA Programs DEED and MDE

Title I 

(Subtitle B)

Workforce Development 

Activities (Workforce Activities 

and Providers)

Adult, Youth, and 

Dislocated Worker 

Programs

DEED

Title II Adult Education and Family 

Literacy Act (AEFLA)

Adult Basic Education MDE

Title III Wagner-PeysarAct Workforce Centers 

(One-Stops)

DEED

Title IV Rehabilitation Act Vocational 

Rehabilitation (VR)

DEED

Title V General Provisions All WIOA Programs DEED and MDE

WIOAôs 5 Titles



Academic instruction and education services below the 

postsecondary level that increase an individualôs ability to:

ÅRead, write, and speak in English and perform 

mathematics or other activities necessary for the 

attainment of a secondary school diploma or its recognized 

equivalent;

ÅTransition to postsecondary education and training; AND

ÅObtain employment.

Source: WIOA Section 203

Defining ñAdult Educationò



1. WIOA Section 231 (Local AEFLA providers)

2. WIOA Section 225 (Local AEFLA providers serving 

students in corrections)

3. WIOA Section 243 (Local Integrated English Literacy 

and Civics, IEL/Civics, providers)

ÅCompetitive grant processes for WIOA Section 231 and 

225 will be combined.

ÅGrants for WIOA Section 243 will be competed separately.

3 Types of Federal ABE Grant Funding
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What are adult education and 

literacy programs, activities and 

services?

Federal Regulations Citation:  CFR Ä463.30



Adult Education and Literacy Programs, 

Activities and Services include:
a) Adult education, 

b) Literacy, 

c) Workplace adult education and literacy 

activities, 

d) Family literacy activities, 

e) English language acquisition activities, 

f) Integrated English literacy and civics education, 

g) Workforce preparation activities, or 

h) Integrated education and training.



What is an English language 

acquisition program?

Federal Regulations Citation:  CFR Ä463.31



English Language Acquisition 

Program

A program of instructionð

(a) That is designed to help eligible individuals who are 

English language learners achieve competence in 

reading, writing, speaking, and comprehension of the 

English language; and

(b) That leads toð

(i) Both: (1) Attainment of a secondary school diploma 

or its recognized equivalent; and (2) Transition to 

postsecondary education and training; or

(ii) Employment.



Acronym Fever!

ÅELL:  English language learner [a type of eligible 

individual defined in WIOA]

ÅELA:  English language acquisition [a particular adult 

education and literacy activity under WIOA]

ÅESL:  English as a Second Language [a set of 

educational functioning levels used for ELLs]

ÅELP:  English Language Proficiency [a set of 

supporting standards for instruction for ELLs]



How does a program that is intended to 

be an English language acquisition 

program meet the requirement that the 

program lead to attainment of a 

secondary school diploma or its 

recognized equivalent and transition to 

postsecondary education and training or 

leads to employment?

Federal Regulations Citation:  CFR Ä463.32



Three Options 

(a) Have implemented State adult education 

content standards that are aligned with State-

adopted challenging academic content standards, 

as adopted under the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act of 1965, as amended (ESEA) as 

described in the Stateôs Unified or Combined State 

Plan and as evidenced by the use of a State or 

local curriculum, lesson plans, or instructional 

materials that are aligned with the State adult 

education content standards; or



Three Options (cont.) 

(b) Offer educational and career counseling 

services that assist an eligible individual to 

transition to postsecondary education or 

employment; or

(c) Be part of a career pathway.



WORKFORCE PREPARATION ACTIVITIES

ÅActivities, programs, or services designed to help an 

individual acquire a combination of basic academic, critical 

thinking, digital literacy, and self-management skills 

Å Includes competencies in utilizing resources and using 

information, and acquiring other skills necessary for 

successful transition into postsecondary education, 

training, or employment

Connections with ACES Transitions Integration Framework
18



INTEGRATED ENGLISH LITERACY AND CIVICS 

EDUCATION

Provides instruction in: 

1. Literacy and English language acquisition, 

2. Civic participation and the rights and responsibilities of citizens, 

3. Workforce preparation and 

4. Workforce training

Å Activities must be provided in combination with IET activities

Å Focuses program design and goal on preparing adults for employment 

in in-demand industries and in coordination with local workforce 

system

Å More later today 19



INTEGRATED EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Service approach that provides adult education and literacy 

activities concurrently and contextually with workforce 

preparation activities and workforce training that targets 

training for a specific occupation or cluster that assist adults 

in their educational and career advancement

20



ÅCLASP Resource: Integrated Education and 

Training: Model Programs for Building Career 

pathways for Participants at Every Skill Level

ÅMinnesota has been developing IET models for 

several years through bridge programming, 

FastTRAC, Pathways to Prosperity and other 

models

ÅIET program models can support vision and 

goals of state and local workforce plans

Integrated Education and Training 

(IET)
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Career Pathways (Sec. 3(7)) is a combination of rigorous and high-quality 
education, training and other services that:

A. Aligns ǿƛǘƘ ǎƪƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ,

B. Prepares an individual to be successful in a range of sec. or post-sec. education, 

C. Includes ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ Ǝƻŀƭǎ,

D. Includes education offered concurrently and contextually with workforce 
preparation and training in a specific occupation or cluster, 

E. Organizes education, training and other services to meet and accelerate an 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ,

F. Enables an individual to attain a secondary school diploma or its recognized 
equivalent, and 

G. Helps an individual enter or advance within specific occupation or occupational 
cluster.

Integrated Education and Training (IET) 

must be part of a Career Pathway
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ABE Content Standards

ñLeading for educational excellence and equity. Every 

day for every one.ò



WIOA & Content Standards

ÅThe reauthorization of the Workforce Innovation 

and Opportunity Act (WIOA) requires ABE to 

align to the CCRS and state K-12 standards.

ÅNational Reporting System (NRS) levels for ABE 

have been aligned to the CCRS & the ESL levels 

are in the process of being aligned.

ÅFuture approved NRS assessments will be 

aligned to the CCRS.



Content standardsé

ÅDescribe what students should know and be 

able to do upon successful completion of an 

instructional program.

ÅProvide the foundation for designing curricula, 

instruction, and assessment.



Minnesota ABE Content Standards



Detailing MN ABE Content Standards
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Basic Skills

CCRS

Transitions 

Skills 

ACES TIF

Digital Literacy 

Skills

Northstar

Adult learners need basic academic, professional and digital literacy 

skills in order to succeed and thrive in post secondary education, the 

workplace and their communities.



Corrections (WIOA Section 225) programming will 

be funded in 2 ways:

1. County and Local Jails/Facilities

a. Part of Local ABE programs and apply in geographic 

region

2. State Prisons/Facilities

a. Part of a statewide special population region

Students in Corrections
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Federal ABE Provider Competitive Grant 

Application Regions integrate:

ÅSchool District boundaries

ÅWIOA Regions for Workforce Service Areas

ÅPrevious ABE Regional Transitions Plans

Regional Approach
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Local and Regional WIOA Plans

All MN Local and 

Regional Plans

ÅRevised local 

plans were due 

October

ÅRevised regional 

plans due early 

2017



Due to the equity legislation and deadlines 

for making these grant funds available, local 

and regional plan approvals has been 

pushed back.

ÅReview of the modified local plans should 

begin within 2 weeks.

ÅRegional planning resubmission will occur 

sometime during the first quarter of 2017.

WIOA Local and Regional Plan Deadlines 

Update
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3 Types of Plans to Consult

ÅState WIOA Plan

ÅRegional WIOA Plans

ÅLocal WIOA Plans

Discuss

1. Where can you find these online?

2. How did you help develop or evaluate these plans?

3. What do you know about the plans?

4. How do you plan to collaborate with these plans?

WIOA Plans
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×Comprehensive service delivery

×Access to services of all required partners

×Leveraging resources

Better meeting the needs of customers with 

barriers to employment

VISION
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ÁAdult, Dislocated Worker, and Youth programs

ÁAdult Education and Literacy Programs

ÁWagner-Peyser Program

Á Vocational Rehabilitation Program

Á Temporary Assistance  for Needy Families 

Á Trade Adjustment Assistance Programs

ÁUnemployment Compensation programs;

ÁCareer and Technical Postsecondary Education 

Á Veterans

Who Are the One-Stop Partners?
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