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       Candles Equal the Endorsements

       Cake Equals General Knowledge





        The Base Knowledge Necessary for all CDL Licenses
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Outline for Commercial Class A Permit with some Endorsements

1. Introductions to CDL Permit process

2. Driving Safely

3. Transporting Cargo Safely

4. Air Brakes

5. Combination Vehicles

6. Pre-Trip Vehicle Inspection Test

7. * Specific Minnesota Information

8. Transporting Passengers Safely

*
Minnesota School Bus Drivers Handbook

*
Minnesota School Buses – New Section 2007

Footnote: 
*  Minnesota Additional Requirements - all other topics are Federal Regulations
Commercial Drivers License – CDL Class A Permit

Federal General Knowledge  - Written Test

Introduction to a CDL Permit Process

· Commercial Drivers License Tests

· Driver Disqualifications

· Other Safety Rules

Driving Safely

· Vehicle Inspection

· Basic Control of your Vehicle

· Shifting Gears

· Seeing

· Communicating

· Space Management

· Controlling Your Speed

· Seeing Hazards

· Distracted Driving

· Aggressive Drivers/Road Rage

· Night Driving

· Driving in Fog

· Winter Driving

· Hot Weather Driving

· Railroad Crossing

· Mountain Driving

· Driving Emergencies

· Antilock Brake System

· Skid Control and Recovery

· Accident Procedures

· Fires

· Alcohol, other Drugs and Driving

· Staying Alert and Fit to Drive

· Hazardous Material Rules

Transporting Cargo Safely

· Inspecting Cargo

· Cargo Weight and Balance
· Securing Cargo
· Cargo Needing Special Attention
Air Brakes

· Air Brake System Parts

· Dual air Brake Systems

· Inspecting Air Brakes

· Using Air Brakes

Combination Vehicles

· Driving Combinations

· Combination Vehicle Air Brakes

· Antilock Brake Systems

· Coupling and Uncoupling

· Inspecting Combinations

Pre-Trip Vehicle Inspection Test

· Internal Inspection

· External Inspection

Specific Minnesota Information

· Gross Combination Weight

· Endorsement Restrictions

· License Fees

· Background Check

· Maximum Length

· Vehicle Inspections

· Season Restrictions

· Other aspects of Licensing in MN

Endorsements to CDL License Permit 

· Must have passed CDL Federal General Knowledge and Specific Minnesota Information Test

Transporting Passengers Safely (Federal Regulations)



(example: City Bus only)

· Vehicle Inspection

· Loading

· On the road

· After Trip Inspection

· Prohibited Practices

· Use of Brake – Door Interlocks

Minnesota School Bus Drivers Handbook

School Bus Driver’s Commandments of Safety

· General Requirements

· Types of School Buses

· Drug Testing Requirements

· Driver License Requirements 

a. Criminal History

b. Background Check

· Physical Examination

· Canceling Endorsement for Certain Offenses
· School Bus Operations
· Standard School Bus – Safety Training
· Recording Devices
General Operating Rules

· Safety of School Children: Bus Drivers Duties

· Use of 8 Light Warning Systems

· Student Pickup and Delivery

· Other Reports and Accident Procedures

Driving Procedures  - MN School Buses (New 2007 Section) 

· Danger Zones and use of Mirrors

· Loading and Unloading

· Emergency Exit and Evacuation

· Railroad – Highway Grade Crossings

· Student Management

· Anti Lock Braking Systems

· Special Safety Considerations

Materials:

· Minnesota, Wisconsin, Indiana Commercial Driver’s Manuals

Good Reference Materials:

· Advanced Tech Course - Federal CDL Course

· Minnesota Trucker Association

A few Web Sites:

· www.truckinfo.net
· www.trucknet.com
· www.truck.com
· www.truckingnet.com
· www.besttruckingschools.com
DVD

· Commercial Driver Testing Service Inc

· www.cdltest.com
Videos
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 Teacher Made Materials to focus on Comprehension of Materials
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