
Good Afternoon!

We will begin shortly.

Please introduce yourself and share in the 
chat:

What is one thing that you are thankful for 
these days?

ABE Narrative Writers Workshop



ABE Narrative Writers Workshop

November 19, 2020



Agenda
1. Introductions

2. Review of 5-year narrative process and timeline

3. Walk-through of 2021 narrative requirements

4. Questions and discussion



Introductions



Adult Education Team at MDE

From the Minnesota Department of 
Education:

Brad Hasskamp, Interim Adult Education 
Supervisor

Julie Dincau, Transitions Specialist

Astrid Liden, Professional Development 
Specialist

Jodi Versaw, Program Quality Specialist



2021 Narrative cohort

ÅBrainerd

ÅGlacial Lakes-Willmar

ÅMetro North-
Anoka/Hennepin

ÅMetro South-Bloomington 

ÅMinneapolis

ÅRed Lake

ÅThinkSelf Deaf ABE

ÅWhite Earth
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Materials
Å2021 Narrative Requirements

Å2021 Narrative ςStarting Points

ÅNotes and Ideas

ÅDocument templates (optional but recommended)



All materials available on mnabe.org

Find links to materials on mnabe.org

www.mnabe.org/abe-funding-grants/narrative
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http://www.mnabe.org/abe-funding-grants/narrative


Review of 5-year narrative  
requirements and process



ABE 5-year narrative: State statute

The 5-year 
narrative is 
based on 
requirements of 
Minnesota State 
Statute 
124D.52, subd2
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ABE 5-year narrative: Approach

The ABE state leadership team approach to 
the 5-year narrative:

ÅThe narrative fulfills an accountability 
requirement

ÅThe narrative should also serve as a useful 
and useable set of documents for the 
consortium
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ABE 5-year narrative: Process and Timeline

Phase one: Review 5-year narratives ςFall 2020

Phase two: Prepare for narrative writing by participating in Narrative Writers 
Workshop (new online format this year) ςFall 2020

ÅNarrative Review Wrap-up webinar on September 29

ÅThis webinar today

Phase three: Write narrative ςFall 2020 ςJune 2021 

ÅDue on June 1, 2021

Phase four: Site visit and follow-up ςSummer/Fall 2021



2021 Narrative Requirements



Getting started

wŜƳƛƴŘŜǊΥ άнлнм !.9 /ƻƴǎƻǊǘƛǳƳ bŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ wŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎέ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
all templates available at mnabe.org

OptionalΥ ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ άbƻǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ LŘŜŀǎέ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ webinar 
today (or your own note-taking device).

Make a plan to follow-ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘŜŀƳ ǎƻƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊΗ

http://mnabe.org/


Starting points: your last 5-year narrative

The 2021 narrative is substantively different from last time (2015)

Å2018-2020 narratives similar but not identical
ÅSome elements of the federal competitive application
ÅbƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ άǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎέ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ



Starting points: Audience

Audience 
Å Peer reviewers ςABE colleagues including MDE-ABE staff
Å Your own staff, especially new staff or new consortium members

Note that if a document or narrative item does not apply, please sure to 
ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ όŘƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƪƛǇ ƛǘύΦ



Starting points: online submission

All narratives must be submitted online:

ÅMust be a publicly accessible website with all items and 
documents available without requesting permission



ABE Narrative Requirements

Organization
Å Narrative items (numbers)
Å Documents (letters)

Narrative Items 
Å Mainly created for the narrative
Å Descriptions and explanations ςprovide data; show understanding of 

requirements; outline processes, implementation and outcomes

Documents
Å May be currently existing, not necessarily created for this narrative
Å Internally useful and usable
Å Templates recommended but not required



Section One: Overview



Tips on Section One

Å Maps are great! Bullets and graphs are 
good, too.

Å Give us the framework, the other sections 
add the detail

Å Note item 1.2, suggested time frame = 2-5 
years

Length estimate: 2 to 4 pages


